March/April 1986 


Property of 
Graduate Theological Union 


> MAY 6 1986 


that’s what I thought. 


Then came the problem with the widows 
our church. Against my recommendation 
in their choosing of deacons to oversee td 
food distribution — Charities Dept., the 
apostles selected Nicolas the Greek, not 
even an Aramaic-speaking Jew to bea 
committee member. I was convinced thaf 
God would be blasphemed and the Chur 
ruined. To make matters worse, they chos 
several ''non-Jews” to make up that 
committee. 


to run behind the scenes of Scripture and 
tried to think of how events “might” have 
occurred? Following is a letter of how the 
Apostle Peter might have responded to an 
invitation to speak at the Jerusalem Council, 


bel ave you ever allowed your imagination 


found in Acts 15:1-24: 


Dr. James Bar-Joseph 
Chairman, Council Planning Committee 
“Jerusalem ’50” (A.D. SO, that is) 


Dear James; 


It is with a sense of sacred privilege and 
responsibility that I accept your invitation 
to share the preaching assignment with missiolo- 
gists and friends, Barnabas and Paul, at 
the forthcoming ‘Ethnic Council”. This 
subjectis without a doubt the most 
relevant issue that must be addressed in 
today’s Church. 


As you are aware, ofall] the Apostles, I was 
well known for my prejudice. Whether it 
was in fishing for a living or fishing for 
lives, my prejudgments could be detected 
in my pattern of speech, my sense of 
“superiority” and know-how, and by my 
social contacts. Even at the arrest of our 
Lord, I had a “‘better idea”! Following the 
resurrection, ascension and especially 
after Pentecost, I really felt I had it all 
“together.” I even considered writing a 
book about one of my experiences, ‘The 
Ananias Affair — A Study in Church 
Discipline.” I was really in control...at least 
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They chose Stephen, a Hellenist, and was 
ever surprised to see how supernaturally 
God worked in his life and ministry. Wha. 
really unsettled me though was the way k 
face shown as the “‘face of an Angel” as m 
own religious countrymen stoned him for 
his witness. 


Another Hellenist, Philip, dared detile 
himself by starting up a ‘‘mission” in 
Samaria. He even had the audacity of 
inviting me to minister to those ‘‘mongrel 
of our society. In spite of my feelings, I 
went and was utterly amazed to see the 
Holy Spirit at work in, on and through 
those brethren. 


You know, to see decisions made which 
are beyond one’s control, to have been 
touched by the integrity of people with 
different ideas and backgrounds, and to — 
find oneself in circumstances which he 
would not naturally have chosen, can be 
most threatening, especially when one’s — 
own pride and sense of security are at ; 
stake. It could almost make him feel like @ 
“foreigner” in his own backyard or 
church. 


But what really blew my mind was the 
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en day visit by Paul, immediately 
»wing his conversion in Damascus. My 
re ecclesiology” was shattered when I 
rd of what God had revealed to him 
ugh a vision... ‘that the Gospel was to 
neate the entire Gentile world.” I 

an to re-examine my definition of the 
urch’” and what it was to bein the 
‘munity. 


'life and ministry were totally re- 
pered by an event which occurred over a 
'-day period, beginning at Joppa and 
ing in Caesarea. It began with a vision, 
‘ng others as God sees them and then 
‘united with a sense of ‘‘duty” as, in 
strast to my own inner-feelings, I 
\wered Cornelius’ invitation. You know, 
‘ng vision but lacking a sense of duty 
res us dreamers. Yet, to always feel 
d0nsible for something without 

wing where we are heading makes us 
nb as driven camels! 


‘went! And here’s what I discovered! I 
UND A PEOPLE WHO HAD GREAT 
‘LUE IN THEIR OWN STEAD. God cut 
ry my ethnic prejudices and healed me 
4 acceptance. 1FOUND A PEOPLE TO 
‘(OM GOD COULD SPEAK, AND HAD 
IKEN, AND WHO WERE JUST AS 
EDIENT AS I WAS TO HIM. No 
|aparison was needed nor prodding 
essary. God cut away my egotistical 
le and healed me with appreciation. I 
‘UND A PEOPLE WHOM GOD IS 
'USING TO BE SIGNIFICANT TO HIS 
\TGDOM IN THEIR OWN RESPECTIVE 
UNTRIES OR COMMUNITIES. Though 
‘tern varied, the Spirit was alive and 
h. IFOUND A PEOPLE UPON WHOM 
DIS BESTOWING GIFTS WHICH ARE 


COMPLEMENTARY TO, AND 
NECESSARY FOR, THE BENEFIT OF THE 
TOTAL KINGDOM OF GOD. God relieved 
me of my protectionism and made mea 
partner in a cause wider than my own 
narrow-mindedness and greater than my 
short-sightedness. I becamea 
world-Christian. 


Therefore, for the Council Program, you 
might wish to enclose the following outline 
for my address: 


I. “A good while ago, God made choice 
among us...” (Acts 15:7) 


II. “Giving them the Holy Ghost even as 
unto us... (15:8) 


III. ‘He made no distinction between us 


and them...” (15:9) 


Trusting that the above will be beneficial 
to all, I remain, 
Your Brother, 


Peter Bar-Jona 


f not providential, itis important to note that 

immediately on the heels of the Church com- 
ing to unity regarding God’s feelings for all 
men, even Gentiles, Paul received his vision of 
the Man of Macedonia. This issue of the 
ADVANCE tells the story of how certain parts 
of our Foursquare Body are finding new oppor- 
tunity and fresh vision in ministering to sectors 
of North America who are distinctin language, 
culture and race. We also seek to challenge 
youtolook at yourcommunity and prayerfully 
ask God to give you fresh insight into what He 
wants to do through you right there where you 
live. It might not be as dramatic as Peter seeing 
the Jerusalem Zoo on a King-size sheet, but it 
will be just as life-changing. 


Editor's Note: We are grateful to Mike Helms for his photography in relation to Ethnic Ministries in this edition. 


The Other Half 


Of The News 


ach of us has been moved 

F by stories emerging from the 
tragic volcanic eruption which 

took place on November 13, 1985 in the 
nation of Colombia. In its issue dated 
December 30, 1985, TIME Magazine 
portrayed this disaster with a heart- 
rending photograph of 13-year-old 
Omaira Sanchez who for 60 hours was 
trapped up to her neck in mud as 
rescuers tried desperately to reach her. 


The caption under the picture simply 
said, “Sometime in mid-morning the 
girl suddenly shuddered, raised her 
shoulders and died of heart failure.”’ 


From Colombia, another part of 
Omaira’s story is related. Omaira 
Sanchez was trapped in a kneeling 
position under some beams from what 
had been her house. She was in muddy 
water up to her chin. For three days, 
she comforted her would-be-rescuers, 
telling them not to worry if they 
couldn’t get her out. She said she did 
not fear death and that the Lord Jesus 
was coming for her. Her rescuers wept 
as she sang choruses and they even said 


she sang in “strange languages’’ 
(tongues). Finally she succumbed to a 
heart attack. The whole country is 
talking about her. Even on T.V., it 
showed her blowing kisses to her 
rescuers. Omaira had been touched by 
the Charismatic Movement which is 
now sweeping across that nation. 


Could there be any greater reason to 
preach the Gospel to all people, in city 
and village alike? Is there any greater 
example of the hope that lies within 
each of us? 


ADVANCE 3 


by Dr. Harold Helms 


America has become a plural- 
istic society. The millions who 
have crossed our borders from 
other nations represent the greatest 
opportunity for U.S. evangelism that 
the American church has faced. 

For urban churches the mission 
field is now not only in other lands 
but on their very doorsteps. 


While it is true that some 
ADVANCE readers live in areas 
that remain unaffected by immi- 
gration patterns, the fact is that most 
of us are witnessing an amazing 
demographic change about us, 
change that offers the church an 
unparalleled opportunity for 
evangelism. 


; n our time, as never before, 


New York U.S. Congressman 
Herman Badillo (born in Puerto 
Rico) predicts that the number of 
illegal immigrants will number 30 
million in the next 15 years. He calls 
this the ‘silent migration” because 
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The Church—A Reflection 


of the Community 


“everybody knows about it, but no- 
body talks about it.” (‘Insight”’ 
article entitled “Hispanics Wrestle 
with Life in U.S.", December 16, 
1985). 


While some politicians shy away 
from immigration issues because of 
their highly volatile nature, the 
Church must not ignore its responsi- 
bility in this regard. Christians will 
differ in their opinion concerning 
“immigration”, but there is no option 
concerning the attitude we must 
have regarding the spiritual needs 
of the “immigrants” themselves. 
Most of them need Christ and what- 
ever theirskin color may be they are 
without question the ‘whitest’ 
harvest the church has seen on U.S. 
soil. 


Since this harvest is most evident 
in our large urban areas itis wisdom 
to focus on these areas for maxi- 
mum reaping in our evangelism. 
This approach to evangelism is 
certainly biblical. Wesley Balda 
says in his book, “Ethnic Ministry 
and Cities” that ‘the Book of Acts is 
about urban evangelism of ethnic 
peoples and little else.” 


It is significant for me personally 
to see in our congregation in 
Angelus Temple a reflection of the 
ethnic nature of Los Angeles. At 
least 40 different nationalities 
gather to worship, learn, and fellow- 
ship each week in the Temple's 
three congregations (Korean, 
Hispanic and English-speaking). 
While these three congregations 
meet separately because of 
language and cultural distinctives, 
they do come together as the “great 
congregation’ each fifth Sunday 
evening for a bi-lingual service. 
This common gathering offers a 
time when we can celebrate both 
our unity and our diversity. 


It would be dishonest to say that 
we are always without tension. The 


first congregational conflict in the 
Early Church was racial in nature. 
The selection of multi-cultural 
leadership helped to alleviate this 
problem between the Hebrews and 
Greeks (Acts 6:1-7). It is true that 
congregational leadership will 
almost always determine whether 
multi-ethnic churches live in har- 
mony. As brothers, we can tease 
one another about our “peculiar- 
ities” but we constantly experience 
a growing appreciation for cultural 
differences in the family of God. 


I am personally convinced that 
the primary reason for the har- 
monious relationship between our 
three congregations is that we see 
ourselves as one church, not three. 
We have been careful not to “rent” 
any of our facilities to “that other 
church.” A multi-national church 
must affirm its oneness otherwise 
there is always a temptation on the 
part of the older congregation (what- 
ever its cultural heritage) to be 
patronizing or condescending to 
“that other church.’ Of course, 
since our church has three congre- 
gations there will always be more 
proposed activities than we can 
accommodate in our facilities; but 
when we acknowledge our oneness 
we have the necessary grace to 
work through situations that other- 
wise would produce tension. Seeing 
our church as one rather than three 
churches prohibits an “us and 
them” mentality from developing in 
any of our congregations. 


Significant cultural differences 
are particularly noticeable in our 
weddings and funerals. It is easy for 
those of us who were born in 
America to judge a thing “wrong” 
when it is only “different.” (We all 
agree that the English drive on the 
“wrong side of the road!) I am con- 
vinced that it is God’s will not to 
simply minimize or tolerate our 
differences, but that we should seek 


to discover and be delighted with 
our cultural distinctives — just as 
our Creator must be. 


ortunately, our long history in 

Foursquare with cross-cultural 
evangelism (Our first Foursquare 
missionary was sent out 60 years 
ago) has taught us that effective 
evangelism must take notice of 
language and cultural differences. 
We are commissioned by the Lord 
of the Church to evangelize, not 
“Americanize’ people. And this is 
true whether those people are here 
or abroad. Jesus Christ did not die to 
save any particular culture but to 
save a people for His Name's sake. 


We must realize, for instance, that 
our Bible College program for some 
ethnics is not adequate while for 
others it is too demanding. To 
suggest that “our” way is the only 
way to prepare workers means that 
we are tied to tradition more than we 
are committed to evangelism. The 
wisdom that has led us to adapt our 
methodology on foreign soil must 
be used at home for there is little 
indication that these present day 
immigrants will ‘melt’ into the 
American culture as in the past. 
Peter Wagner has aptly pointed out 
(Foursquare World ADVANCE, 
Sept./Oct. 85 edition) that America 
isnot ‘a melting pot” butis rather "a 
stew pot’ with each culture main- 
taining its own flavor. 

If changes are necessary in the 
structure or attitude of our church, 
locally or internationally, we must 
be willing to make these changes ... 
and we must be guick to make them. 
It has been proven that immigrants 
are especially responsive to the 
Gospel soon after they arrive in 
another culture. Given just a few 
years they are much |] 


less 
responsive. So we are working 
against a deadline! 


Our President, Dr. 


McPherson, 


Harold Helms, 
Raymundo Diaz. 


realizing the fact that Hispanics 
were underevangelized in relation 
to Anglos and Blacks, in 1985 
appointed the Hispanic Planning 
Committee to study this issue. It has 
been estimated that Hispanics are 
evangelized less in the United 
States than in any Latin American 
country. A unanimous recommend- 
ation from this committee concern- 
ing the training of workers and the 
need for ethnic leadership has been 
given to Dr. McPherson for presen- 
tation to Home Missions and the 
Missionary Cabinet. 


When we readin Scripture of that 
day when the lamb and the lion will 
lie down together we naturally 
assume that it is only the lion who is 
“converted”. I suspect that both 
creatures will be changed — the 
lion having lost its desire to devour 
the lamb and the lamb its inherent 
fearofthe lion. Thatideal, which will 
be realized in the coming age, 
should be evident in the Church 
today. Racial tension is produced by 
the desire to devour or “use” others 
and by the fear of being exploited. 


There is no doubt among Bible 
believing Christians that heaven's 
population will indeed be “red and 
yellow, black and white” but it is 
surely a joy to see a local congre- 
gation begin to be a reflection of that 
ideal. An authentic missionary 
minded church, in my opinion, 
ought to be recognized, not only by 
its praying, giving, and going, but 
by its ethnic composition. It is easy 
to “love the world” but not “like” 
those whose skin pigment or 
cultural habits are different. It is 
altogether possible that some may 
give to Missions in order to rid 
themselves of the guilt they bear 
due to personal racial prejudices. It 
is much less costly to love at ‘long 
distance.” 


We should have concern for the 


From Left: Dr. Daniel Park, 
Rev. Otis Young, Dr. 
Rev. 


Dr. Harold Helms 
serves as Senior 
Pastor, Angelus 
Temple, Los Angeles, 
CA. He is the Vice 
President of the Inter- 
national Church of 
the Foursquare 
Gospel. 


blacks in Africa but it has been 
reported that there are more blacks 
in Chicago than in the largest black 
city in Africa. We should continue 
our concern for Brazil but we have 
more churches in ‘one city in 
Brazil than we do in eight out of our 
nine U.S. districts. 


Weare blessed in our Foursquare 
family to have a Gospel that is 
transcultural. The founder of 
Angelus Temple and the Inter- 
national Church of the Foursquare 
Gospel was careful to have etched 
on the cornerstone of the Temple — 
“Dedicated to Interdenominational 
and World-Wide Evangelism.” She 
knew that a message that would not 
relate to all ethnic groups, however 
interesting it might be, was not the 
Gospel. Since the Lord Jesus left us 
with a “world-Gospel’ we should 
commit ourselves to being “world 
Christians.’ Ethnically and 
culturally our churches should be a 
reflection of our communities, for 
when they are, they are in reality a 
reflection of that coming City which 
has gates open to all points of the 


compass. 


ADVANCE § 


ouston, Texas and Riverside, 

California are nearly 1,600 miles 
apart. But these cities have one thing in 
common — they both have huge com- 
munities with large black populations. 
Another thing they have in common is 
that in both of these communities, 
there are Foursquare churches pastor- 


ed by black pastors whose ministries 
are primarily aimed at touching the 
black community with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Moreover, they are only 
two of twenty-nine black Foursquare 
Churches, ranging from Cleveland, 
Ohio to Los Angeles, CA and from 
Seattle, WA fo Savannah, GA. 


Reaching the 
Black Community 


with the Foursquare Gospel 


by Rev. Dorthy Hall 


God is 
Building Us a 
New Church! 


perhaps the simplest pre- 
requisites for pioneering a 
new work for God are: the vision or 
call, a total commitment to God and 
a commitmentin reaching the multi- 


fe veryone loves simplicity and 


Rev. Dorthy Hall graduated from L.I.F.E. Bible 
College in 1978. She is now pastoring The 
Way of the Cross Foursquare Church, 
Houston, IX. 
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tudes about us with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ! 


In March of 1979, as my husband, 
Henderson, and I, along with our 
son, Kevin, and our adopted son, 
Raymond Phillips, set out for 
Houston to begin a new work forthe 
Lord, I knew the prerequisites were 
mine! 


Henderson is a Texan by birth; 
Houston, no less! For me, a native 
Californian, it was like going to a 
foreign mission field. There was 
indeed a cultural adjustment to be 
made. Adjustment came quickly 
because people were very friendly, 
hospitable, and eager to help in 
whatever way they could. 


Houston was in the throes of a 
population explosion, growing in all 
directions. It appeared impossible 
to find anything empty to use for 
church services. We prayed and 
continued to look, almost reaching a 
state of futility, when God miracu- 
lously gave us a store-front building 
with an owner willing to rent as a 
meeting place. The space was 
greatly in need of changes and 
refurbishing. God sent two of our 
other sons (they just decided to 
move to Houston!) and that made a 
great work force. Every member of 
the Hall and Payne families literally 
“pitched in”, even to the supplying 
of chairs. This was nothing short ofa 
miracle! 


By the time THE WAY OF THE 
CROSS FOURSQUARE CHURCH 
was prepared to officially conduct 
its first service on June 29, 1979, 
another son and family had moved 
to be near us and for that first 
service, a total of 22 persons 
attended. 


It wasn't an easy time, however, 


But Houston is not Riverside, and vice 
versa. In touching their respective 
fields” for harvest, though the “face” of 
the churches will be different, yet their 
“faith” will be equally real and vital and 
in each area, God is fulfilling His plan 
and purpose. 


because it takes time to build a 
congregation. When all the initial 
visitors from far away left, we sudden- 
ly realized our real pioneering work 
had begun. At the very moment we 
were set to divide into teams to 
evangelize the area with tracts and 
eye to eye confrontation, the owner 
of the building decided to rent to a 
more lucrative tenant. We were in 
our first trial! Again, we began scour- 
ing various areas in Houston with- 
out success and ultimately, we had 
to move the congregation into our 
own home. 


We pondered before the Lord. 
Though attempting to hold a church 
oriented group from breaking away 
in a home-church situation was not 
part of our original idea, we began 
to learn great things. We fasted and 
interceded. Heartbreak was a reali- 
ty, and only the intervention of God 
prevented ioss. We continued to 
pray and taught prayer. We taught 
fasting. The people accepted our 
teaching and came to pray and 
hung in — for God's direction had 
become our theme. 


One day, a local bakery asked if 
we could use day-old bread, rolls, 
etc. We formed teams and delivered 
the bread throughout the 
neighborhood, together with a 
church flyer and tracts, inviting 
everyone to come worship with us. 
God prepared the way and the 
bread was needed, thus the re- 
ception was kind. We continually 
met new people. Best of all, God 
sent their children to us for Sunday 
school. 


The walks around a more than ten 
block area yielded something very 


Continued on page 1 


by Dr. Jerry Louder 


Bumper stickers 
in Hiverside Head, 
“Ima New J”! 


he New Jerusalem Four- 
T square Church of Riverside, 

CA has grown trom approxi- 
mately 50 members to over 1,800 in 
just the past seven years. It is a 
\ unique church as not only is its 
pastor black, but more than 150 of 
the NEW J's (as we've grown to be 
called) membership is white; add to 
that a large number of Hispanics, 
Iranians, Hawaiians, and Puerto 
Ricans. The clergy staff is also 
unique, including three white assist- 
ing pastors, three black assistants, 
one Hispanic and one Iranian. The 
church is out to win their entire city 
for Jesus, holding services nightly 
and three services on Sunday to 
accommodate the people. Every 
Saturday, our members knock on 
doors, hand out tracts and tell 
people that everyone is welcome at 
New J. 

Teaching is of prime priority at 
New J.On Mondays and Thursdays, 
New J teaches well-attended classes 
on basic Foursquare doctrine and 


Dr. and Mrs. Jerry Louder pioneered the 
New Jerusalem Foursquare Church in 1978, 
where he continues to serve as Senior 
Pastor. He has been the recipient of many 
community awards for his ministry in the 
city of Riverside, CA. 


Hermeneutics and on Tuesdays, 
classes in Nouthetic counseling and 
omiletics are provided as a part of 
the program to sponsor new 
Foursquare churches. It is our 
vision that in cooperation with the 
2000 before 2000 program, New J 
will be a ministry sending and 
establishing Black Foursquare 
churches in many areas unreached 
by our movement today. 


The New Jerusalem Foursquare 
Church also furnishes a meal pro- 
gram for the city’s hungry. Monday 
through Friday, they feed dinner to 
all the needy referred to the church, 
unemployed families and park 
dwellers who lack housing. “This 
ministry feeds approximately 15 to 
20 families daily of which only 10% 
served are black. Hunger knows no 
color.’ Recently, KNBC (local 
station for National TV network) as 
well as local newspapers have 
acknowledged the significance of 
this ministry. 

In the services, along with rhythm 
filled joyful songs, prayer for each 
other and especially for the sick is 
held. People have seen sight 
restored, limbs grow and miracu- 
lous healings of cancer. Others are 
being delivered from heroin, sinful 
habits and other vices. During the 
summers, New J will hold services 
on the front lawn of the church 
where thousands of people view the 
service and are touched with the 
good news of Jesus. 


Of course, a church growing so 
rapidly does have problems. Until 
18 months ago, we had only very 
old wooden pews which held 6 
persons each and parked on a dirt 
field. We'd stuff people into our 
small building and others out in the 
patio to look at the services through 
our rear church windows. Rain and 
heat presented a problem. The 
members and community well- 


Ministry time at New 
Jerusalem Foursquare. 


wishers began to pitch in time, 
noney and materials. Because we 
provided the city’s meal program, 
other churches, even a Jewish 
synagogue, sent funds. Today, the 
patio area is now enclosed as a part 
of the church and we even have a 
parking lot. 


W ere great in number, but 
not presently rich in funds. 
To solve this problem, New J offers 
ob training and placement. Our 
youth department offers tutorial, 
scholastic aptitude test training and 
1elps our youth enroll in college. All 
this is being done to invest time in 
people who will later invest their 
time in the spread of the Gospel. 


With our present rate of growth 
and projection in 1986 of providing 
tent meeting crusades in the 
Morena Valley (a very fast growing 
suburb of Riverside), itis our goal to 
shortly reach 2,500 members. We 
also have a vision of beginning two 
outreach works each year. When 
asked about all the services to help 
the poor and hungry while provid- 
ing many worship and teaching 
hours,.1 simply reply, “We're simply 
following the ministry of a person 

u 
e 


we've studied immensely.’ Yo 
may have guessed, “Aimee Semp 


McPherson.” 
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The Ethnic Ministries of North America 


by Rev. Enrique Zone 


La Iglesia 
Cuadrangular 


emember the challenge, 
8g “Around the world with the 

Foursquare Gospel?’’ 
Today, that challenge has taken a 
unique turn, for not only do we “‘go”’ 
to foreign cultures and strange 
tongues, butthey are “coming” to us. 
The churches of America have not 
had so great an opportunity since 
the great influx of European immi- 
grants earlier in America’s history. 


Within her burden to reach all 
peoples, close to the heart of our 
founder, Aimee Semple McPherson, 
were the Hispanics. The Hispanic 
community understood and openly 
received her ministry of compassion 
and readily acknowledged her in- 
sight into God's plan for all peoples. 
Thus, she had dynamic and lasting 
influence in the lives of great 
Hispanic leaders of her time: 
Francisco Olazabal, Roberto 


Espinoza, Felisa Fernandez, toname 


Class at Facultad de Teologia; Below, 
Hispanic Foursquare Church of Miami, FL. 
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a few. Sister was one of the very first 
to invest time, energy and funds in 
reaching the Hispanics of Los 
Angeles. 

What is a Hispanic? The term is 
far-reaching, sometimes with un- 
certain boundaries. They are South 
Americans, Central Americans, 
Mexicans, Caribbeans and 
Europeans; a multi-cultural people 
with a common language. Lin- 
guistically, we can identify three 
generations: the first are mono- 
lingual — just Spanish; the second 
are bilingual — Spanish and 
English, and the third function best 
in English — yet they are at heart, 
true Hispanics. Such distinctions, 
however, make a great difference in 
the approach to ministry. Sociolo- 
gists estimate today’s population 
figures of about 30 million 
Hispanics living in the United States. 
This means that we are the fifth 
largest Spanish-speaking country in 
the world! 

Presently, Foursquare efforts in 
reaching this growing segment of 
the population show great signs of 
life and growth. Many exciting 
testimonies emerge. 


Totaling up Hispanic Foursquare 
ministries, we find 68 churches 
speaking only Spanish, 12 bilingual 
churches, an‘estimated 20 Hispanic 
Ministry departments within local 
churches, several local training in- 
stitutes and even an Hispanic Bible 
College whose graduates can 
qualify for ministerial license within 
the International Church of the 
Foursquare Gospel. 

Strategy and methodology differ 
from district to district. Whether it is 
the migrant farm workers, or the 
affluent, each area has distinct 
challenges based on the generation 
targeted for ministry. What does not 
differ, however, is the potential for 
growth. And the key to this growth 


rests on the commitment and quality . 


of Hispanic leadership, as we shall 
see. 

Allow me to introduce Foursquare 
leadership and churches around the 
United States: 


We Have Hispanic 
Departments 


Hispanic departments seem to be 
the first step for English-speaking 
churches as they venture into 
Hispanic ministry. This is the case in 
our headquarters church, Angelus 
Temple. Sixty-five years ago when 
the Lerd spoke to our founder about 
building a Center of Evangelism, 
little did anyone suspect that Los 


Angelus would become the third 
largest Spanish-speaking city in the 
world. In fact, it is being referred to 
as the ‘“‘Hispanic Capitol’’ of the 
United States. But what could be a 
greater blessing? 

Imagine a Hispanic Department 
with an average attendance on 
Sunday morning of 1100 repre- 
senting 14 different nationalities, 
with an aggressive plan of park 
evangelism where over 900 were 
saved in 1985 alone. Thirteen 
weekly home Bible studies give un- 
equaled opportunity for ministry 
and care. Pastored by Raymundo 
and Pamela Diaz, this Hispanic 
congregation has filled Angelus 
Auditorium and their concern is for 
larger facilities. They are privileged 
to have experienced the future... 


TODAY! 
Hispanic Departments 
Often Evolve Into Churches 


The next logical step has been for 
many departments to become indige- 
nous, that is, self-supporting, self-re- 
producing and self-governing 
churches. One church which began 
as a Hispanic department started at 
the La Puente Foursquare Church, 
pastored by Rev. & Mrs. James Ritch. 
The department had such an over- 
flowing concern and dynamic in 
reaching first generation Hispanics, 
they outgrew their facilities. The 
result? The birth of a new church, 
Iglesia Cuadrangular La Nueva 
Jerusalem. 

This church, pastored by Rev. 
Emma Zone, has seen much growth. 
Since the move to their own facilities 
three years ago, they have had to 
enlarge twice and are in the process 
of continual expansion. Much 
emphasis is on the Word, prayer, 
fasting and aggressive house to 
house visitation. 


We Have Hispanic Pioneer 
Pastors 


Meet Pastor Hector Mimoso from 
Miami, Florida. His growing and 
courageous congregation is made 
up of Cubans, Venezuelans, 
Panamanians, Nicaraguans, 
Honduranians and Puerto Ricans. At 

Continued on page 21 
Rev. Enrique Zone is the Founder and 
President of Facultad de Teologia de la 
Iglesia Cuadrangular, and since 1979 has 
pastored the Beverly Blvd. Foursquare 
Church, Montebello, CA. This former 
missionary and Bible College professor 
has recently been appointed as a member 
of the Editorial Committee to the 
Foursauare World ADVANCE. 


Mabuhay! Purihin 
Ang Panginoon!* 


he estimate of 1.5 million Filipino- 
Americans residing in the United 
, States today is considered con- 
' servative in view of the increasing 
number of immigrants over the past 10 
years. It has been reported that 40,000 
Filipinos arrive in fhe country every year. 


By Rev. Marcelo 
Maghirang 


Union City 
Filipino 
Foursquare 
Church 


n 1983, having received a 
burden of starting a Four- 

square Filipino congregation, I 
contacted our Western District Super- 
visor, Dr. Fred Wymore, to whom 
God had given the same vision. 
Following prayer, Bro. Wymore seta 
date for us to meet with our fellow- 
ministers from the Peninsula and 
Golden Gate divisions. As we 
gathered, the Lord confirmed to all 
that a Filipino Foursquare Church 
should be started in Union City, CA, 
near San Francisco. Services were 
started in January 1984. 


_ Though our growth has been slow 
and there have been many 
challenges, we praise the Lord for 
the 11 families who are worshipping 

with us. We conduct our services at 

the Filipino Community Hall in 

Union City. 


Rev. Marcelo Maghirang served as a 
pastor in the Church of the Foursquare 
Gospel in the Philippines as well as 
missionary to Japan from that nation. He is 
now the pioneer pastor of the Union City 
Foursquare Church in Union City, CA. 


*In the Tagalog dialect — Greetings! 
Praise the Lord! 


Due to their knowledge of English and 
the fact that the Philippines has been 
so strongly influenced by western 
culture, many of these adjust quickly fo 
the American way of life. On the other 
hand, some of the elderly and those 
who have come from the rural areas of 
the Philippines find it very difficult fo 
adjust to newlife style. They enjoy living 
in North America but seek to maintain 
their own cultural identity. This is 
evident in the establishment of ethnic 
organizations, social clubs, residential 
communities and even churches. God 


‘i Bae 


has led two families who were leading 
pastors in the Church of the Foursquare 
Gospel of the Philippines to the U.S. 
where they are now involved in plant- 
ing Foursquare Churches reaching the 
Filipino-American community. They 
share their experience with us: 


We do ask you to pray for our 
church, that more suitable property 
and facilities will be found. Pray also 
for the various Filipino-Americans 
in North America, that their eyes 
might be opened to recognize that 
man’s life does not consist of ma- 
terial abundance. For many immi- 
grants, even Christians, the material 
abundance and the amassing of 
goods entangle families to the extent 
they become too busy working, 
neglecting their own spiritual needs 
and those of their families. Finally, 
pray that even in our infancy, our 
church will see the vision of reach- 
ing unchurched Filipinos for Christ 
in other communities across the 
land. 


by Rev. Ted Sambire 


The Filipino 
New Life Mira 
Mesa Foursquare 
Church 

Fellowship, now located in 


: Mira Mesa, CA was con- 


ceived in January 1985. While meet- 
ing in the Escondido High School, 
God began placing a burden upon our 
hearts to reach out to Mira Mesa, 
near the city of San Diego. The area 
was unfamiliar to us and since we 
did not have a car, each day, we 
travelled by bus to Mira Mesa just to 
distribute tracts and meet Filipinos 
in the area. Each Saturday, large 
groups of Filipino citizens enjoy 
programs and special activities at 
the Recreational Center. Each week, 
we were right there with them and 
witnessed about the Lord Jesus. 
Many accepted Christ and became 
hungry for God's Word. 


Moving the congregation to Mira 
Mesa, we were again faced with the 


he Filipino New Life 


problem of space. Many in the con- 
gregation were new converts and 
new to the spiritual precepts of giv- 
ing. Others had no employment. The 
church's income was insufficient for 
the rental of premises. Francy and | 
went to prayer. 


After a period of testing, one 
Sunday, a woman came to the ser- 
vice and offered her home asa place 
of worship. Her house was spacious 
and very conducive for church meet- 
ings. Not only did she offer her house 
to be used, but also gave food to the 
poorand hungry. Praise the Lord, He 
had provided just what we needed. 


Steadily, we continue to see signs 
of growth. Each Sunday we have 
visitors coming to accept Christ. 
Many are healed from various sick- 
nesses. In 1986, it is our goal to 
specifically touch 150 families 
through more home Bible studies 
and showing agenuineconcernona 
personal level. We are also aware 
that as the congregation increases, 
actual church premises will be 
necessary. 


We praise God forgiving ussucha 
precious and rewarding ministry 
here in North America. We fully 
realize that wecannotdo this without 
your help and above all, God. We 
appreciate very much your prayers 
and concern on our behalf. 


Rev. & Mrs. Ted Sambire recently moved to 
the United States from the Island of 
Mindanao, Philippines where they served 
as pastors. Mrs. Sambire taught in the Halls 
of Life Bible College and worked in the 
Southern Mindanao District Office. They 
now pastor the Filipino New Life Foursquare 
Gospel Church in Mira Mesa, CA. 
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‘Jesus did not die to save any particular 


culture but to save people of all cultures 
lor His narnes sake. 


by Dr. Daniel J. Park 


A Possibility 
Now! 


ne of the great doors of 
opportunity for evangel- 
ism today is that of reach- 


ing the Orientals who immigrate to 
North America as I did, twenty-two 
years ago. There are approximately 
1,000,000 Koreans living in the 
United States, of whom nearly 
700,000 live in California (70% of 
these in the Southern California 
area). In the three western Districts of 
our denomination (Southern Cali- 
fornia, Southwest and Western), 
there are over 800,000 Korean 
people. Think of this! Thirty 
thousand Korean people immigrat- 
ing annually! 


In Korea, there is great revival. 
Many people coming to the U.S. and 
Canada have come out of that 
revival and are desirous to continue 
in God's great harvest. These breth- 
ren are industrious, hard-working 
and committed to success. With a 
minimum of time and effort, every 
Korean pioneer church would be- 
come financially self-supporting as 
well as make a great contribution to 
our world and local missionary 
effort. 


Following my graduation from 
L.I.F.E. Bible College in 1966, I pio- 
neered the first Korean Foursquare 
Church in Los Angeles. In 1978, 
another Korean Foursquare Church 
was pioneered in Torrance, Cali- 
fornia. At present, I pastor a Korean 
congregation in Angelus Temple. 
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In California there is a total of 
seven Korean Foursquare Churches. 
Eugene, Oregon and Tacoma, 
Washington have Korean Four- 
square Churches as is there another 
Foursquare Church in Burnaby, 
British Columbia. These do not count 
the number of Foursquare congre- 
gations allowing other Korean 
groups use of their facilities. 


At our last Foursquare Con- 
vention, we were challenged to help 
make possible 2,000 churches by 
the year 2000. In every community 
where there is a representative 
Korean population and a Four- 
square church, there COULD BE A 
KOREAN FOURSQUARE CONGRE- 
GATION, with a Foursquare pastor 
and the Foursquare message. This 
can happen by reaching out for the 
training of workers from our present 
Korean Foursquare Churches, or 
Bible College graduates willing to 
do cross-cultural evangelism right 
here in their own backyards. We can 
challenge them to a Spirit-filled and 
fruitful ministry within our denomi- 
nation. I visualize the possibility that 
at least 10% of the 2,000 churches 
forecasted above could be minister- 
ing to the needs of the Korean com- 
munities. 


We have the message, the facil- 
ities, the whitened fields before us. 
May God also instill in our hearts the 
burden and vision. This requires 
haste...the harvest will not wait...the 
opportunity is NOW! 


Upon his graduation from L.I.F.E. Bible 
College in 1966, Dr. Daniel Park pioneered 
the first Korean Foursquare Church in Los 
Angeles, CA. Presently, with his wife, Nancy, 
he pastors the Korean Congregation at 
Angelus Temple, Los Angeles, CA. 


by Rev. Fred Horner 


Meet 
Ken Hong 


pproximately six years ago, a 
A young man came to my office 

inguiring about the possibility 
of renting a part of our church building 
to begin a Taiwanese Presbyterian 
church. His name, Rev. Ken Hong. | 
replied that we didn’t really feel that we 
had the space available because we 
were just beginning our second con- 
gregation, which later became the 
Fuente de Vida Church (Spanish) which 
still meets in our facilities. 


After Ken left, | remember saying to 
myself that when we opened our church 
to reach the rapidly growing Taiwanese 
population in our community, it would 
be through a Foursquare minister who 
would preach the Full Gospel. Soon 
afterwards, I had forgotten about Ken's 
visit. 


One year later, | noticeda very lovely 
young Taiwanese mother with two 
beautiful daughters regularly attending 
our worship services. I inguired about 
them and discovered that she was 
married to a Presbyterian Taiwanese 
evangelist and church planter. Would 
you believe that this young woman was 
Ken Hong's wife, Li. The Holy Spirit had 
led them to worship with us, even while 
Ken was out evangelizing and helping 
in the planting of churches. Ken would 
worship with us when he was home. 
Ken and Li stated that they loved the 
singing, worship, and ministry of our 
church. Unbeknownst to me, Ken was 
studying our doctrine and had even 
received the Baptism with the Holy 
Spirit. 


In 1983, Li was diagnosed as having a 
large tumor that would have to be 
Continued on page 21 


Rev. Fred Horner (left) has served as pastor 

of the Monterey Park Christian Center 
(Foursquare), Monterey Park, CA since 
4970. 


Rev. Ken Hong (right) serves as pastor of 
the first Taiwanese Foursquare Church in 
North America. 


“a LIFE BUILT FOR 
_ MISSIONS” 


4 f someone were to ask me, 
: if “To what do you attribute 
: your present love of 
_ missions?’’, I would have to say that 
it’s been a life long building process. 
’ grew up ona farm and whenever an 
_ evangelist or missionary visited our 
church, my parents would invite 
them to dinner. During 
- youth camps, that early 
_ introduction was strength- 
Beacd as God worked in 
' my life, building com- 
passion for the lost. 
_ Finally, when some very 
close friends of ours 
were appointed to the 
mission field, missions 
become more personal and found higher 
_ priority in my prayer life. 


GOD'S WORD BECAME ALIVE TO ME 
. PERSONALLY 


The greatest impact of my life took place 
in 1977. Late, one night, I was in my room 
_reading my Bible when the Lord spoke to me 
very clearly from Jeremiah 1:4-10 (NIV), 
"The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 
Before I formed you in the womb | knew you, 

before you were born I set you apart; I appointed 

you as a prophet to the nations. Ah, Sovereign 
LORD, I said, I do not know how to speak; am 
only a child. But the LORD said to me, Do not 
~ say, lam only achild. You must go to every one I 
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send you to and say whatever I command 
you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am 
with you and will rescue you, declares the 
LORD. Then the LORD reached out his 
hand and touched my mouth and said to 
me, Now, I have put my words in your 
mouth. See, today 1 appoint you over 
nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear 
down, to destroy and 
overthrow, to build 
and to plant.” 


There was no 
doubt in my mind 
or spirit that God 
was applying those 
verses to me as if 
they were being 
spoken for the 
very first time. | knew | was to have a 
place in pulling down and destroying 
the kingdom of darkness and planting 
and building the Kingdom of God 
worldwide. 
PUTTING 
VISION 
In order to build the Kingdom of God world- 


ACTION TO OUR 


wide, I believe that every. church must have a 
vision for missions. 
missionaries on mission fields expands our vision 
and gives opportunity for God's call upon our 
lives to become more defined. To help see this 


Personal contact with 


accomplished, this past Fall, the 
churches in our division joined 
together to fly Brooks and 
Continued on page 16 
Rev. Walter A. Brandenburg, 
former pastor of Interfaith 
Foursquare Church, Hanson, MA, 
is presently serving on staff at Mt. 
Vernon Bible College. 


hye Rev. ‘Walter A 
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INTERNA 


VISION — MEXICO 


~ “THE VISION BEGINS” 


H 


Monterrey, Mexico. In spite of her age, her 


.. memory clearly holds the images of those 


early years of ministry as she, along with 
others, witnessed the establishment of the 
first Foursquare work in Mexico. 


It’s been over 40 years now since the 


. doctors sent her home to die. Yet, today, she 


is alive, not just physically but also spirit- 


~ ually, because Frank and Juvenita Moncivaiz 


came to tell her and her village about Jesus. 


= An original member of that first Foursquare 


Church in Monterrey, Trinidad Chapa is a 


~ living testimony to the miraculous work of 
Jesus. 


In 1945, after 12 years of ministry to the 
people of Panama, 
came to Monterrey as missionaries. 


the Moncivaiz family ™ 


The z 


er face is weathered, marked by her ~™ 
life in the small village near 


work began in a simple one room clapboard ~ 


house on a borrowed piece of property. _ 


From the original 18 people who gave their 


. hearts to Jesus, the church has grown into a 


dynamic national work. 


The early years were filled with religious 
. persecution and many physical hardships. 


However, the faithfulness of service by the 
Moncivaiz’ 
Churches were established in several key 


= cities and along major transportation routes. 


Signs and wonders confirmed the message 


and soon, national leadership began to™ 


emerge to assist in the ministry. 


Over the years, others have come and 


™ carried the vision. Hundreds of dedicated lay- 


workers, pastors and missionaries from 

North America, in cooperation with national 
leadership, have been a part of building a 
strong, dynamic work in Mexico. 


yielded widespread results. ~ 


OMMNA! 


~ LHE VISION TODAY” 


Even the most casual observer of world 
events recognized the strategic political im- 
portance of the nation of Mexico. Its vast 
geography yields a wealth of natural 
resources. Radically differing ideologies 
struggle for control over the country’s youth, 
its political thinking and leadership. Within 
its borders, Mexico City, the largest city in 
the world, proudly boasts the best that 
prosperity can offer while simultaneously, 
squalor and poverty stand in stark relief. As 
important as the nation is on the world stage, 
it also holds a key position within the 
spiritual arena. Its strategic spiritual impor- 
tance is evidentjas it sits poised between the 
Church of Jesus Christ in North America and 
the multitude of Spanish speaking nations in 
Central and South America. 

The Foursquare Church in Mexico is 
strong, vibrant and growing. Currently, its 
strongest areas of concentration are in the 
cities and the surrounding areas of 
Monterrey where 24 thriving churches are 
zealously reaching out beyond themselves in 
evangelism. 

Located across the vast northern borders 
of Mexico and reaching southward towards 
Monterrey are another 25 churches. The 
largest of these is the church in Tijuana, 
pastored by Salvador Leon with more than 
2000 people in attendance. Stretching from 
Baja to Juarez and southward are another 161 
churches and meetings places. New works 
have been established in several metro- 
politan areas, and pioneering efforts con- 
tinue in four additional areas of the country. 

Involved in the task of discipling and 
ministering to Mexico’s vast population are 
more than 143 pastors and workers. 
Currently, there are 136 people in ministry 
training. There are three Bible Schools and 


couples and their families are find 


16 extension centers sc bliked to tres 
equip the next generation of mini: 
Humberto Paz, Supervisor fo) 
Foursquare Church in Mexico” 
“Currently, my primary motivation) 
train workers to reach those who have 
hear the Gospel.”’ : 
The missionary work-force p 
with Humberto and Teri Paz includ 
and Geri Carey, Tom and Katie Va 
David and Nancy Stone. Each 


strength from the valuable service o 
of national leaders who are a vital par t 
dynamic work of the Foursquare Chu 
Mexico. i 


“ENLARGED VISION” 


Mike Carey declares, “In my Distri C 
people are catching a vision for a new. 
to take the Gospel via home meetings 
communities. Mexican pastors are call 
us for preparation. Responsibilit 
evangelism is now resting on the peo 
the Foursquare congregations.” 

Not only has the effectiveness of 
group ministry been realized, but univ 
campuses have also been targeted. With 
60% of Mexico under 20 years of 
ministry to the youth is essential in th 
of constant siren call of conflicting ide 
in the nation. 3 

The vision over the next two years 
equip pastors for deeper preparati¢ 
Spirit and in Word. Short range train 
youth through on-the-job theological tra 
sessions is a priority. Strategies are v 
development for effectively plar 
churches in communities where there a 
Foursquare churches. The Mexican chu’ 
evaluating the possibilities of ministeri 
their own country as well as other na 
through the power of the printing 


‘as such as Nicaragua and Cuba, cut off 
‘he United States by political policies, 
| be reached by material printed in 
0. 

+ church in Mexico’s vision is to reach 
“strata of Mexican life: the poor, the 
middle and middle-class; laborers as 
s the professional class. Each needs to 
ch d with the Gospel. 


ae 


» ae of the Mexican church for 1990 
oe expansion to at least 150 churches 
Lie outstations and meeting places. 
places and outstations are the be- 
og points which lead to the establish- 
of the local assemblies. Growth and 
‘sion to other parts of the country 
onally take this path and are increas- 
eing developed by national leaders. 
‘m Valdez, ministering in Mexico, 
ay by the Foursquare Church of 
verey Park, CA reports, ‘The people 
“deen taught all their lives that they are 
We have been able, however, to show 
‘spiritually that they are rich. That in 
‘eransforms their way of thinking. They 
“to believe in themselves and what God 
‘ng in them. They 
to prosper not 
‘in the spiritual 
a but in other 
_ of their lives.” 
vesult is that the 


& 

future of the church in Mexico is promising 
because the people recognize that they can 
serve rather than wait for outside assistance. 


An integral part of Foursquare’s future in 
Mexico includes specific outreach to hidden 
people. Mexico has more unreached and 
hidden people groups than any other country 
in the western hemisphere. Researchers 
indicate that more than 142 groups are 
unreached by the Gospel. Mexico is targeting 
four specific groups to be reached for Christ 
before 1990. 


To achieve this vast vision of increased 
numbers of churches and the penetration of 
unreached people groups, Humberto Paz 
envisions his corp of workers increasing 
from 143 to at least 300 pastors by 1990. 
Needed also will be another 500 dedicated 
men and women in ministry training to 
undertake future ministry operations within 
and beyond Mexico. 


“THE VISION EMPOWERED 


— BY PRAYER” 


__. Pray for: 


effective youth and university campus 
ministry 
...that religious opposition would cease 


..the raising up and equipping of national 


leadership 

...personal finances for leadership 

..church finances for organization and 
expansion 


‘ ..continued maturing of new believers 


...the development of family ministries with 
an emhasis on relationships 


effective establishment of home group , 


ministries and community evangelism 
...evangelism to other cities 
..£hidden people ministry 
..teaching ministries from the North 
American church to help equip believers 


and leaders. 


To Prank @fuventtar 

Moncivaiz. 2. David & 
me NANG SHOR Lod Mm 

Valdez baptizing 


2) converts, 4, Headquarters 


Church in Monterrey, 
Mexico. 5. Building 


6. Ludwig Mantei & 


“Chirches in Mexico. ~~ 


 atecican-chtdl 


ISsiQoNs 


D t. Edwards has been serving the 


epartment of Foursquare Missions 


International officially since 1937. In 1947, ~~ 
he assumed the leadership of the Panamanian Bar 


work from his parents, the Arthur Edwards. 


They were the second missionaries sent OUt 


by Foursquare Missions and established a 


-strong work. It grew to be the largest — 


Protestant church in that country which now 


~ exceeds more than 914 churches and meeting “~ 


places. In 1966, Dr. Leland Edwards became 


the Director of our denomination’s world- ~~ 
_ wide missions department. That outreach __ 


now exceeds 10,237 churches and meeting 
.. places with more than 1,072,960 members 
and adherents in 52 countries. 


Sy eon ners aaron nee CROCE eNOS 


| PHILIPPINES — 
BAGUIO CITY 


al JOHNELL LOOP 

Gary Loop reports that what was once 
only a dream is now a miraculous reality. 
Because it is becoming unsafe to meet after 
dark, the church has had to move their 
assembly time to Sunday at 4:00 p.m. Still, 
the work is burgeoning. In addition to scores 
of new churches springing up across the 
nation, in Baguio City, seven new meeting 
places have been established. With 75% of 
its population being university students, this 
mountain tribal center has become a strategic 
area for evangelism and leadership training. 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
GRAHAM & IRENE BAKER 


DEAD BABY LIVES AND PARALYZED 
MAN WALKS 

While visiting a rural village, Graham 
Baker, our Foursquare missionary, learned 
how a Foursquare pastor had spoken the 
resurrecting Word of God and witnessed a 
baby raised from the dead. He reports that in 
addition to raising the dead baby girl, God 
also healed a paralyzed man. In response to 
these demonstrations of God’s power, many 
villagers have turned from their superstitious 
practices and accepted Christ. 
600 LEADERS GATHER FOR ANNUAL 
CONVENTION 

Under the theme, ‘And the Church 
Grew”’, hundreds of national leaders came 
together for teaching, equipping and 
ministry. Over one thousand persons par- 
ticipated in a final communion service 
praising Christ who had brought them out of 
the bondage of tribal practices. Missionary 
Baker reports that “tears of joy flowed and 
the united worship sounded like the roar of 


the ocean as people dat 
before the Lord with ji 
THROUGH CROCODILE INFES 
SWAMPS TO MOUNTAIN TOPS, 
WORD GOES OUT 

The graduates from last year’ 
Institute are living up to their class 
“The Trail Blazers’. Scores of new chu 
are being established. Graduates are for 
rivers, traversing swamps full of croc 
and climbing mountains thousands o 
high to take the Gospel to those who 
never heard of Jesus’ love. 


PARAGUAY 
RANSFORD/FAULKNER 


CHILEAN MISSIONARY PENETR 
NEW FRONTIER 

The strategy is working! Fours 
objective of raising up indigenous nat 
churches is being demonstrated. S$ 
Ransford of Chile and George Faulkne 
Brazil report that two Brazilian nat 
pastors and their churches are sponsori 
work of a fellow Chilean as a missionaryi 
neighboring Paraguay. The new wor 
growing rapidly. Many have accepted 
and have been baptized. ‘The chur 
taking root and shows great potential in 
important area of South America.” 


WEST GERMANY — SCHMIE 
FOUNDATION LAID FOR FUTUL 
GROWTH 
New congregations have been establi 
in three cities by national leader, 
Schmidt. The headquarters church in the: 
of Bad Wildungen is ministering to m 
people who come to the city to 
advantage of the superb medical facil 
there. The church in Neustadt has outer 
the home in which it has been mee 
Fifteen to twenty people are now gathe 
three times each week in a home in the cit 
Vecheta and envision over 100 in attend: 


i FOURSOUARE ATY 
L WORKIN-54-COUNTRIES- 


Yorg and Elke Schmidt enthusiastically 
that many of those in the congregation 
~Wildungen are indicating a desire for 
‘me ministry. This is setting the stage for 
- growth and evangelism in West 
ny. 

“BIA — CENTRAL AFRICA 
i DARLENE COOMBS 
“RAN MISSIONARIES RECEIVED 
IN LOVE 

Edgar and Darlene 
Coombs have return- 
ed to the mission field 
after 6 years of service 
at Foursquare 
Missions Inter- 
national Head- 
quarters. Edgar 
s that in recent meetings many have 
'aded to the Gospel. Zambian national 
Ship have welcomed the Coombs and 
veatly profited by the wealth of ex- 
sce they bring to the Foursquare work 
tral Africa. 


NCE 
HAEL & JILL PICONE 


WIRE FAMILY RENOUNCES 
JLT — TURNS TO CHRIST 

<e Picone, mission- 
'» France, declares 
ory in the con- 
bon of an entire 
7 in the church at 
il. Husband, wife 
daughter each 
‘icly renounced 
of occult practice 
sting Christ as their Savior and Lord. 


TISMS, FILM AND HOME GROUPS 
ECT POSITIVE GROWTH 

baptism of five new converts also 
ss the continuing growth of the work in 
. In Paris, a traditionally difficult field 


in which to minister, Picone announces that 


in one weekend, 85 people attended the 
showing of a film depicting the life of Christ. 
Continued efforts have also seen the starting 
of home groups in several other cities. 


GREECE BROOKS BRYAN 


POWERFUL LOVE BRINGS DRAMATIC 
GROWTH 


Scores of people are 
continuing to be drawn to 
the church in Athens. 

| Brooks and Marlys Bryan 
tell of how the church is 
éof| touching those caught in 
iF | prostitution and homo— 
sexuality, bringing them 
to Jesus’ redemptive love. Public services are 
overflowing, requiring multiple services. 
Despite the recent rental of extra rooms, 
Sunday school attendance is requiring an 
even further search for additional space. The 
Bryans report that God is continuing to add 
to His church in dramatic ways. 


GETTING TO OUR KNEES...LET’S 
PRAY! 


TRANSKEI — LOUIS AND 
ARLENE ZIEGLER 
Famine, inflation and 
the impact of the unrest 
in neighboring South 
Africa continue. Focus 
prayer on the physical 
and spiritual needs of the 
church in Transkei. 


COLOMBIA — RAY AND 

CHERYL VINCENT 
In addition to 
adjusting to a new 
assignment, the 
Vincents ask 
prayer for the heal- 
ing of a serious eye 
condition that af- 


z 


‘flicts Cheryl. 


Also, prayer is needed for a * 
community of Foursquare believers devas- 


™ tated by the recent volcano eruptions. 


- MEXICO CITY-COLOMBIA 


_TRANSKEI-ETHIOPIA AND 


~ famine, 


~ BEYOND 


In the wake of much disaster in 1985 
...earthquakes, volcanic destruction and 
$195,173.39 in emergency funds 
have been sent from the Foursquare Church 


in North America through Foursquare 
_. Missions International to Foursquare leader- 


ship and other reputable agencies to assist in 


.. relief to those left homeless and injured. Pray 


that these funds are wisely administered, 


— maximizing the results to those in need. 


_. PANAMA - BONITA SCHWARTZ 


‘and spiritually. 


“SINGAPORE — 


1981, the number of national 


Since 


.churches has grown from 250 to 400! 


However, this is not without cost in the lives 
of our leaders who are encountering 
heightened resistance economically, socially 
Areas of attack include 
family members, health, lack of self esteem, 


i cent and church finances, and personal 


safety. 


MASON AND VIRGENE HUGHES 

Because of the strong hold of idolatry on 
this area of the world, prayer is vitally needed 
to assist the missionaries in setting people 
free from satanic bondage. Pray for the 
multiplication of Christian workers in this 
unique city /state which is of strategic impor- 
tance in Southeast Asia. 
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A WORLD MISSIONS PERSPECTIVE 
‘THE GREATER HUNGER OF AFRICA” 


Insights shared with Foursquare Missions International by: 
Rev. Mitchell Belobaba 
Representative for Africa and Europe 
Foursquare Missions International 


CONTINUOUS DRAUGHT IN THE SAHIL REGION! COUPS! COUNTER-COUPS! ANTL 
APARTHEID RIOTING IN SOUTH AFRICA! FAMINE IN ETHIOPIA AND THE SUDAN! 


ah he needs of Africa drone on, only bumped by the headlines of Mexico’s earthquake and Colombia’s volcanic 


eruption. Our hearts are moved, tears shed, as we think of the physical malnutrition and political attrition under 

which two-thirds of today’s children live, including Africa whose 500 million population promises to double 
over the next 25 years. Rightly so, we respond to such human need with funds and other tangible assistance in the Name of 
love and of Christ. 


In being so motivated to touch man’s immediate need, we must take care lest we become so accustomed to the sound of 
the “media” and fail to see the greater hunger of Africa, one which cannot be satisfied with excess grain or superior 
armament. This hunger is found even in areas where plenty of food exists. This bondage not only denies Africans access to 
basic human rights, but far worse, has separated them from the life of God. Africa’s greatest problem is not famine nor 
apartheid, but spiritual starvation and bondage brought on by Satan himself. If only you could travel with me and see the 


~~ Continued from page 11 — VIEW 


Marlys Bryan from Greece to the United States, 

_ to hold missionary conferences in our churches. 
~~ The result has yielded a new concern and burden 
———. for the world by leadership and within our 
people. 


~ THE VISION...GENERATION TO GENERATION 


This past summer, Louis and Deraine Richey, 
missionaries to Panama, drove from Ohio to 


Re er a 
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hunger for spiritual truth; if you could read my mail, you’d understand the reality of this fact. 


It is important for us that the Church’s response to an appeal for Bibles be just as great as its response to appeals for 
bread; that its sending of theologians be as expedient as its dispatching of technicians. While fully comprehending and 
embracing the scriptural basis for feeding the hungry and clothing the naked, my concern is, ‘Are our priorities in order?” 
We, the Church, are the custodians of ‘bread, wine and milk” that can be purchased “without money and without price.” 
We need to see the priority of dispensing spiritual food, for 


During my years of ministry to, with and on behalf of Africa, Isaiah 58:6, 7 has given much help in maintaining 
equilibrium, understanding the relationship of evangelism and social concern. Verse six lists a four-fold ministry which 
needs fulfillment. ‘‘Loose the bonds of wickedness’, ‘Undo heavy burdens”, ‘Let the oppressed go free”’, ‘‘Break every 
yoke’’ — these statements indicate ministry to man’s eternal need. Verse seven outlines our ministry to their external lives: 
“Sharing our bread with the hungry”, ‘‘Providing shelter for the homeless”, “Clothing the naked” and making our skills 
and resources available to others. In these verses I see a progression emerge wherein we see our priority of reconciling men 
to God, yet never neglecting their circumstances. May we never forfeit the “important”’ while responding to the “urgent”! 


Tremendous opportunities lie before us in Africa! The 


Church has begun! Most needed are help and guidance in the 
development of spiritual ministries! Let us deny them nothing! 


“If we don’t, the world can’t!” 


’ 


Rev. Mitchell Belobaba is Representative 
for Africa and Europe, Foursquare Missions 
International. He with his family spent 
eleven years in Nigeria as Foursquare 
Missionaries. 


Massachusetts for two services, one of these 
being a youth rally. At the close of that service, as 
the altar was filled with young people dedicating 
themselves to the Lord, I knew as I looked at the 
back of my daughter’s head that God was calling 
her to ministry. Later, she affirmed that God had 
called her to minister on the mission field. Thus, 
missions is becoming even more personal and 
dear to my heart. And the building process is still 
continuing. 


i) 
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unexpected. We found a piece of 
land forsale and following approval 
by our Supervisor, Sidney 
Westbrook, the land was purchased 
on August 14, 1981. On the 15th, 
we began praying for a church 


, building. 


In the interim between storefront 
and land purchase, God mightily 
blessed our meetings in the home. I 
learned that pioneering meant 
taking people where they are, and 
as the Holy Spirit pointed out needs, 
we ministered and entire families 


” were set free, blessed and filled with 


the Holy Spirit. Souls were saved. A 


' Sunday school and children’s 


church were began and we saw this 
as a miracle of God's grace and 
power. 


GS od knows that when He 
sends forth a pioneer, there is 
a great inner desire to see souls 
saved and for us, it became a real 
“spiritual itch!” We were thrilled 
when God began opening new 
doors of ministry. We were asked to 
teach a Bible Study for women who 
were from other denominations, yet, 
seeking the Baptism with the Holy 
Spirit. God blessed that group andit 
has resulted in growth which has 
not stopped at this writing. Another 
weekly Bible Study was begun in 
the POWER HOUSE CHRISTIAN 
BOOK STORE and this has con- 
tinued until now with signs follow- 
ing. People are being saved, filled 
with the Holy Spirit and beautiful 
healings, inner and outer, have stimu- 


) lated growth in the knowledge of the 


Word. 


We have not listed subsequent 
trials: yet, it is an understood thing 
that if we are to reach people with 
the Good News, we must be willing 
to be stretched beyond our borders 
to allow the Lord to show us that 
when souls are born into the 
Kingdom of God, it is not our might 
or power, but by His Spirit (Zec. 4:6). 
We have also learned that God 
gives the “grit of determination to 
the call,” that once the hands of a 
pioneer are placed upon the horns 
of the altar seeking the anointing of 
God, the blessings of God prevail, 
no matter what 


God promises victory, AT ALL 
TIMES. That victory is ours! GOD IS 


{= 
CONVENWIOMS! 


BUILDING US A CHURCH BUILD- 
ING! Even as! write this, plans are in 
the final stage of examination and 
building is about to commence. The 
land has been cleared and all is in 
readiness. God has brought us to 
this moment and there is a new 
depth of inner excitement mixed 
with our praise and worship. Thank 
God for a Supervisor who never 
once said “Sister, give up!”; rather 
encouraged us that “IN DUE 
SEASON WE SHALL REAP IF WE 
FAINT NOT" (Gal. 6:9). Praise God 


... for such a time as this 


for teachers at L.I.F.E., friends and 
relatives who have undergirded us 
with prayer and financial support, 
regardless of the “water level of 
need. We truly believe that we 
have been empowered by God for 
such a time as this and more than 
just a building, GOD IS BUILDING 
US INTO A CHURCH! ry 
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S imply mention the “North- 
eastern United States” and 
watch the visions flow: trees 
clothed in leaves of reds, oranges, 
yellows and deep browns; New 
England Clam Chowder, German 
Chocolate cake, Rib & Bean 
Barbecue; Metropolis’ such as New 
York City, Philadelphia and 
Baltimore; not to mention the 
Cincinnati Reds, Pittsburgh Steelers 
and the Boston Celtics! 


Even more so, New England calls 


| 
| 


forth our deep feelings of loyalty 
and pride. From Plymouth to 
Gettysburg, we find memorials re- 
minding us of our national 
heritage. The messages of freedom 
and invitation from the Liberty Bell 
and Statue of Liberty warm our 
hearts and we who are believers, 
give God praise proclaiming truly, 
“In God We Trust.’’ We admire our 
forefathers and the pioneering 
spirit which motivated them be- 
yond boundaries of geography, 


RESUS ee eS 
by Rev. J Eugene Kurtz, 
Supervisor, Eastern District 


A Sense 
of 


History 


he Eastern District was formed 

and commissioned in 1945. 

The churches that had been 
birthed in Ohio and Pennsylvania, 
which previously were a part of what 
was known at that time as the Great 
Lakes District, were separated off to 
form the fledgling District and to bring 
forth new churches in all of the North- 
eastern states and Eastern Canada. 
Those were the 12 states comprised of 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Delaware, New Jersey, New York, 
Vermont, New Hampshire, 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, and Maine. Ontario, Canada 
was also included. Dr & Mrs. Warren L. 
Koon were appointed as the first 
Supervisors, followed by Howard and 
Ella Clark in 1961. Present 
Supervisors, Eugene and Donna Kurtz 
were appointed in 1981. 
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The above arrangement continued 
until 1982, when the Canadian 
Foursquare churches formed and in- 
corporated as the Foursquare Gospel 
Church of Canada. At that time, the six 
existing churches in eastern Canada 
became associated with that national 
registration. Following that event, the 
number of churches in our District was 


67. 
Ss Church has allowed the District 
to open new churches in 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Vermont, Connecticut, and New 
Hampshire, raising the total number of 
churches presently to 111. Major cities 
such as Boston, New York, Pittsburgh 
and suburban communities of other 
large cities have become birthing 
grounds for new bodies of Foursquare 
believers. In 1985, twenty-two new 
pioneer efforts were started, including 
two churches ministering to the black 
community and one Spanish-speaking 
body. Only the state of Delaware 
remains unyielding to the District's 
pioneer endeavors. We pray that even 
Delaware will bring forth fruit along 
with other targeted major cities of the 
east as the Gospel is declared and the 
Word of the Lord is taught during 
1986. 


One of the focal areas for District 
ministry has been Camp McPherson, 
nestled in the Mohican forest area, 
south of Mansfield, Ohio. This lovely, 
modern, camping facility consists of 


ince 1982, the Lord of the 


165 acres of beautiful woodlands, an 
Olympic size swimming pool, special 
buildings for meetings, housing, food 
service and staff. Through the camp's 
ministries, all departments of the 
church are served and ministered to. 


In order to train Christian workers 
and ministers to help serve the rapidly 
expanding churches of the area, the 
Eastern District has four local church 
training institutes, which complement 
the ministry of Mt. Vernon Bible 
College located at Mt. Vernon, Ohio. 
The District office is located adjacent to 
the Mt. Vernon Bible College Campus. 


We not only recognize the signifi- 
cance of our area in the history of our 
nation, but are very cognizant of the 
significance of our area in the history of 
God's Nation, His Church. We appeal 
to all of our Foursquare family to pray 
that many more of the hundreds of 
villages, towns, and cities of the East 
will unfold to the preaching of the 
Foursquare Gospel concerning Jesus 
Christ in the immediate future. Truly, 
Christ is the only answer for the needs 
of the 75% of our nation’s population 
that live in this area. cy 
Rev. Eugene Kurtz and 
his wife, Donna, have 
much experience in 
pioneering and 
pastoral ministry 
throughout the 
Eastern District, where 
they now serve as 
District Supervisors. 


= 


hardship and heroism. 


That same sense of heritage, testi- 
mony of God’s provision and spirit 
of adventure also characterize the 
churches and brethren of the 
EASTERN DISTRICT of the Inter- 
national Church of the Foursquare 
Gospel. In the articles that follow, 
»we find testimonies which are only 


~ asmall representation of what God 


is doing in this most treasured area 
of the United States. cy 


e 
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‘by Rev. Bob Hils 


A Message 


of God's 


Faithfulness 


he year was 1972. The 

Cleveland Health Clinic was 

needing more space. The 
Cleveland Foursquare Church was 
feeling the need to relocate. The 
answer? A decision was made by the 
church to sell the existing property and 
relocate to the west side of the city. 
What about those members living in 
East Cleveland? Two years later, a 
separate church facility was purchased 


in Euclid, Ohio and what had been 


q 


| 


originally one congregation now be- 
came two, reaching two major com- 


The Christian Centre Foursquare Church 
of Parma, OH. 


munities instead of one. 

The Cleveland church continued to 
grow and purchased additional 
property for expansion. Yet, when 
further growth literally outgrew the 
potential of the space available, the 
church decided to move to the suburb 
of Seven Hills, Ohio. In May, 1981, a 
vacant elementary school was leased 
from the Parma, Ohio School District 
and it was at this point the Holy Spirit 
prompted the leadership of the church 
to opena Christian Elementary School. 
People worked day and night to pre- 
pare the building to house both the 
church and Christian school. The first 
service in the premises was held on 
August 16, 1981. After a series of 
miraculous circumstances, the Early 
Childhood Centre and the Christian 
Centre Elementary School, servicing 
grades K-6, opened their doors on 
August 31, 1981 with 35 students. 


Over the next three years, the church 
continued to enlarge. The school 
yearly added grades and by 1983, the 
enrollment had reached 180 students. 
The church sought to buy the building 
they were leasing but the city, which 
had first option, purchased the facility 
in 1983 and we were being forced to 
relocate once again. Not only was the 
Holy Spirit continually moving, but so 
was the location of the church! 

great “disappointment” in 


W reality turned out to be “His- 


appointment.” At the time we were 
being forced to vacate the above 
premises, the city of Parma, Ohio 
decided to auction off another Junior 
High School which had been closed 
two years before due to declining en- 
rollment. The property consisted of 
eleven acres of land, 39 classrooms, 
complete gymnasium with boy and girl 
shower facilities, a 500 seat audi- 
torium, kitchen and 300 seat cafeteria, 


hat first appeared to be a 


office space for church and school, 
300 seat chapel, a striped, blacktopped 
parking area for 200 cars, football field 
and quarter mile cinder track, 1000 
student lockers, and all the built-in 
facilities necessary to operate a first 
class school. It carried a tax 
valuation of $2.4 million. The property 
was located in a residential area on one 
of the main arteries of the city with easy 
access from all major interstate 
highways. 

The auction was held February 24, 
1984 and we were able to purchase the 
entire property for $350,000. Another 
$150,000 has gone into renovation and 
remodelling to make it one of the most 
beautiful church and school facilities in 
the city of Parma. 


In 1985, we birthed two new 
churches in Medina, Ohio and 
Lakewood, Ohio from the midst of our 
congregation. Our Christian Centre 
Schools now consist of the Early 
Childhood Centre, the Elementary 
School and Southwestern Christian 
High School. By the end of 1986, all 
our grades up through 12 will be State 
Certified. From the humble beginning 
in 1981 of 35 students, our present 
enrollment is 430 students. For the 
1986-87 school year, the projected 
enrollment will be between 5-600 
students. 


God has most vividly proven Himself 
to be wise and above all, faithful! (q) 


Rev. & Mrs. Robert Hils 
have ministered as 
pastors and evange- 
lists in the Eastern 
District since 1950. 
They are presently 
Senior Pastors of the 
Christian Centre Four- 
square Church, 
Parma, OH. Rev. Hils is 
also Superintendent 
of the Cuyahoga-Lake shore Division. 
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by Rev. David Holland 


Pi ing 
Spirit 
t was about fifteen degrees 
outside. A light snow had dusted 
the New England landscape. 
There was a gas stove in the corner 
cranking out all the heat she could 
muster, which was hardly enough to 
melt the ice that had formed on the 
“inside” of the walls. The 10 X 30’ utility 
building that we had rented for services 
those first few Sundays had been more 
the home for card playing, liquor drink- 
ing and grafitti than for spiritual 
worship. My greatest fear, though, was 
that somebody would have to go to the 
bathroom, since we didn’t have one. 
Twenty-three daring souls met with 
my family and me that first Sunday, 
December 23, 1981. As the folk 
gathered around the gas stove, | tried to 
summon the courage to open in prayer 
when my three-year-old daughter, 
Jessica, cried out, “Daddy, | have to go 
potty!” The ice was broken and people 


in hysterics. What could | say but, “Let 
us pray?” 


Coming to Easton, Massachusetts 
with my wife Dianne four years ago was 
indeed a step of faith. Neither of us had 
ever been to the Northeast. Being 
raised in California, we were anticipat- 
ing problems adjusting to conservative 
people and cold weather. Yet, we've 
found neither to be a problem as the 
people are hungry for the things of God 
and the changing weather more a 
delight than a bother. To us, New 
England is a promised land waiting to 
be possessed by people like Joshua 
and Caleb who will not listen to a 
negative report. 


In the four years that we have been 
here, the church has experienced 
moderate growth. With 286 people 
saved, 76 baptized in the Holy Spirit, 86 
baptized in water and a congregation of 
175, the church's influence is begin- 
ning to be felt in our area. Our vision for 
the next two years is to enlarge our 
heart capacity and church facility so 


20 ADVANCE 


w oo w The astern District Profile - 


that we can host a congregation of 350. 
Our goal is to impact our community 
by establishing a beachhead for the 
Kingdom of God. 


We have grown steadily and slowly, 
with servant-leadership being 
developed among our people. Since 
we grow as we develop the capacity to 
disciple more people in following the 
Lord Jesus, a high level of commit: 
ment and involvement is expected. 


ioneering a church has been 
B the most joyful “labor” | have 
ever been involved in. From the 
shanty I described at the beginning of 
this article, we moved to a vacant two- 
room school building. We learned that 
stained-glass windows and organ 
music do not make a church. Loving 
people who worship God in Spirit and 
in truth, who will not compromise the 
Word of God are the “Church.” Today, 
we have a beautiful New England 
colonial church with stained-glass 
windows and an organ; but no one is 
fooled by aesthetics. We still hunger for 
the warm glow of the Holy Spirit 
moving upon our hearts, for the fire of 
the Word to burn in our bones, and for 
a flaming tongue that witnesses the 
resurrection of Jesus. God save us 
from a form called “Christianity,” and 
grant us rather, “Christ-likeness.” 


We have also caught a vision for 
helping other pioneer works get 
started. We started evangelistic Bible 
studies in four other towns. In March, 
1983, with sixty-eight people in at- 
tendance, we sent out twenty-five 
people with a pastor to start a church in 
Taunton, a town of forty thousand 
people, twelve miles to the south of us. 
We were sending out half of our 
income as well. The next Sunday, we 
had 68 in attendance again, with 25 
new people, and our income never 
dropped! Another town where we 
started a Bible study, Scituate, today 
has a self-supporting church with over 
fifty in the congregation. We travelled 
faithfully to New Bedford, a third town 
over fifty miles away, with no visible 
results. We continued to pray. A short 
time later, God sent a Foursquare 
pastor to that town. Today, he can't find 
a building large enough to hold the two 
hundred people with whom God has 
blessed him. 


The burden for pioneering churches 
caused a glaring weakness in our 
church to surface. The need for locally- 
trained indigenous leadership was 


imperative since God uses prepared, 
anointed leadership to facilitate revival. 
With over forty suburbs in the greater- 
Boston area with no full-gospel witness, 
we knew that the need was too great for 
the Bible Colleges alone. To develop 
leadership locally, Emmaus Ministry 
was born. Two years ago, Dr. Roy 
Hicks, Sr. spoke at our church dedi- 
cation and challenged the people to 
full-time ministry. Over forty people 
responded and today, many of those 
are working on their second year of 
college courses in our institute. These 
people are paying a dear price —taking 
demanding courses while maintaining 
their families, jobs and church service. 
Through it all, God is forging instru- 
ments to be used for His glory. 


If | have made our modest success 
sound easy, please do not be deceived. 
Laying on an X-ray table drinking 
barium and a frowning doctor telling 
me | had an ulcer was not my idea of a 
successful pastor who had it all to- 
gether. | gained a new perspective on 
life that day; | repented of worry, lack of 
trust, ambition and a host of other 
things that my lack of proper priorities 
had brought me. | learned that when | 
try less and trust more, my church 
grows; when | worry less and wait on 
God more, | make fewer errors. Finally, 
| have learned what it means to let God 
build His Church against which the 
gates of Hell will not prevail. Let us 
remember the words of the nineteenth- 
century preacher, Charles Spurgeon: 


“Success exposes a man to the 
pressures of people and thus 
tempts him to hold onto his gains 
by means of fleshly methods and 
practices, and to let himself be 
ruled wholly by the dictatorial 
demands of incessant ex- 
pansion. Success can go to my 
head and will unless | remember 
that it is God who accomplishes 
the work, that He can do so 
without my help, and that He will 
be able to make out with other 
means whenever He wants to cut 
me out.” ry 


Before pioneering the 
Easton, MA Four- 
square Gospel 
Church in 1984, Rev. 
David Holland was 
Assisting Minister of 
the Bradford, PA 
Foursquare Church. 
He is founder of the 
Emmaus Ministry 
Institute. / 
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the time of this writing a three-day 
crusade has just ended and another 
one in progress attracting many 
more with the Foursquare Gospel. A 
Puerto Rican by birth, Pastor 
Mimoso is emblematic of many of 
our Hispanic pastors across theland 
with deep commitment anda 
ministry with signs following. 

Meet Pastor Juan Carlos Barrera. 
His congregation has been able to 
reach gangs for Christ. The ‘West 
L.A." gang members invited Juan to 
speak to them in one of their homes. 
One influential gang member was 
miraculously converted and soon, 
other members of the gang followed. 
As a direct result of Pastor Carlos’ 
work, drug traffic has received a 
considerable set-back in the neigh- 
borhood. Children are a major part 
of his vision, for reaching them with 
the Gospel now will prevent them 
from becoming gang members later 


‘on. His efforts are reaching many 


unsaved souls! 
Demographic Changes 
Spur Hispanic Churches 


Consider the Foursquare church 
pastored by Rev. Luis Ramos in Sun 
Valley, California. The ethnicity of 
this church's neighborhood 
changed drastically in the decade of 
the 70's. With vision and determi- 
nation, the Southern California 
District Supervisor, Dr. Paul Jones, 
appointed a Hispanic pastor. Today, 
this church is growing, constantly 
reaching first generation Hispanics. 
They hold services every night of the 
week and Sunday evening is the 
highest in attendance. 

Pastor Ramos also serves as the 
Hispanic Representative for the 
Southern California District which 
holds 57 of the 80 Hispanic 
Foursquare churches in our nation. 
He remembers well when just a few 
years ago, there were only 13 
Hispanic churches...what blessed 
growth this district has experienced. 


We Have Bilingual Churches 


Pastor Jesse Martinez, Hispanic 
Divisional Superintendent for the 
South Central District relates the 
need for bilingual ministry. Since 
some of the 12 Hispanic churches in 
that district have a history dating 
back to 1955, the second and third 
generation of Hispanics need the 
proper care that comes only with 
bilingualism. 

The same needs are being met in 
the Midwest District where Rev. Glen 
Pummel serves as Hispanic 
Divisional Superintendent. These 
churches face a different challenge. 


In many cases, the congregation will 
decide to seek out second and third 
generation Hispanics. They will 
become bilingual while not replac- 
ing the Hispanic culture. There is a 
trend to preach, teach and worship 
simultaneously in both English and 
Spanish in all the services. You can- 
not eradicate “‘the language of the 
heart.” 


We Have A Hispanic Bible 


College 

It is called FACULTAD DE 
TEHOLROGTAND Hal Ay ['Giiik SLA: 
CUADRANGULAR (Faculty of 
Theology of the Foursquare Church) 
and is presently located at the 
Beverly Boulevard Foursquare 
Church in Montebello, CA. Sharing 
the church’s facilities has enabled 
the school to operate at the lowest 
possible cost to students. 


Beginning in 1978, Facultad has 
now over 500 alumni and an aver- 
age enrollment of 92 and has pro- 
vided trained leadership to the 
Hispanic church community. The 
student body is made up of just 
about every Spanish speaking 
nationality and offers a three-year 
ministerial diploma and a four-year 
program, leading to a Bachelors 
Degree in Christian Ministry. 


When it comes to its faculty, this 
school is genuinely blessed. Think of 
it — Dr. Nathaniel Van Cleave 
teaching doctrine courses all in 
perfect Spanish! All faculty must 
meet the minimum academic level of 
an earned Masters Degree in 
addition to ministerial experience. 
We seek to stay sensitive to the 
cultural and Biblical interaction 
needed for effective ministry to all 
levels of Hispanic communities. This 
unique concentration of gifted 
Hispanic teachers offers one of the 
finest Hispanic Pentecostal Bible 
College educations in the nation. 


Easily seen from New York's 
harbor is the statue of a magnificent 
lady. She calls out to the world, and 
they come. Some of them speak 
mostly Spanish; some only Spanish. 
Now that they have arrived, we have 
more to offer than mere political 
/social benefits. We have the Words 
of Life. The new frontiers of evangel- 
ism are the languages spoken in our 
streets. 


Jesse Martinez, Hector Mimoso, 
Helena Mata, Andres Romo, Emma 
Zone, Luis Ramos, Raymundo Diaz, 
Federico Santos, Jaime Demarquet, 
Juan Carlos Barrera, Guillermo 
Herrera...Who are they? I think you 


os! 


know... rT 


Continued from page 10 


immediately removed by surgery. She 
came tothe people ur prayer hotline 
ministry and then to the pastor and 
elders of the church. That week, God 
dissolved the tumor and when she went 
for X-rays, it had entirely disappeared. 
This miracle seemed to be the be- 
ginning of anumberofsigns to Ken and 
myself that God was calling him to 
preach the Foursquare Gospel to his 
own people. 


At: Li's healing, a goodly 
number of Taiwanese people with 
needs started coming to our hotline 
ministry for prayer and also to our 
church services. Some of them couldn't 
even understand English, but liked the 
atmosphere. There was another 
Taiwanese lady healed of terminal 
cancer. And to top it off, a doctor who 
was a former senator in the nation of 
Taiwan visited our church and asked 
prayer for his family. The Lord touched 
his daughter, wife, and son. The very 
next Sunday morning, this physician 
was born-again in the morning service. 
Ken led him to the Lord DURING MY 
SERMON. 


By this time, I had the witness of the 
Spirit that the Lord was calling Ken into 
the Foursquare family of ministers. We 
went to lunch and as we fellowshipped, 
he voluntarily expressed his willingness 
and desire to join with us. Joy filled my 
lite because of such a confirmation. We 
immediately contacted our District 
Supervisor, Dr. Paul Jones, and 
arranged for a meeting. Strong con- 
firmation and guidance led all three of 
us to know this was of the Lord. 


The first Taiwanese Foursquare 
church started services in our facilities 
on the tirst Sunday of November, 1984. 
Since that time, there has been a steady 
growth numerically. In fact, they have 
outgrown the space allotted them for 
Sunday morning worship. Recently, at 
one service, over twenty Taiwanese 
young ‘people stood to accept Jesus 
Christ as Saviour. 


Ken’s vision is to help plant a number 
of Taiwanese Foursquare congre- 
gations in our District. This dream is 
soon to begin to come to pass for definite 
steps are being taken to begin a second 
Taiwanese Foursquare church. In 
another area of Los Angeles there are 
several Taiwanese families desiring a 
Foursquare pastor and church. 


One last thing. We are also very 
concerned that in some manner the 
Island of Taiwan might be touched with 
the Foursquare Gospel. Could it be that 
this Taiwanese congregation might be 
involved in seeing that come to pass as 


well? Please pray for us rm 


Leow 
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ADVANCE 24 


“IT’S THE NAME ABOVE ALL NAMES, 
AND WE WILL DECLARE IT; WE WILL 
DECLARE IT! 

IT’S THE NAME ABOVE ALL NAMES, 
AND WE WILL SHOUT IT TO A DYING 
WORLD!" 


hose were the words on our lips, 

led by Chuck Girard, as leaders 

and specially chosen youth 
representatives from Foursquare Churches 
throughout the United States met to 
respond to the Call of God upon "this 
generation.” 


Summit '86 actually began a month 
before in Colorado as fifty-five of the 
youth leadership from the Midwest District 
met to participate in something deeper 
and more concentrated than just another 
“camp”. They were seeking a way to 
respond to what God was speaking to 
their hearts in relation to world 
evangelization. The Midwest Summit was 


simply the beginning of what God 
continued to do in the month of December 
as another 276 participants gathered at 
Mt. Hermon near San Jose, California and 
were swept by the same wave. 


Though in two different locations, God's 
work was the same. Our lives were 
ignited as we heard the hearts of men like 
Jim Hayford who challenged our intellects 
to be filled with the vision, the calling and 
the burden which God wants to give us 


Above right: Rev. Jim 
Hayford 


in workshop. 


for the world. We heard the charge of Rich 
Wilkerson to a ministry which starts 
“today” and not “tomorrow”. We were 
moved as leslie Keegel shared the needs 
of countries like Sri Lanka where out of a 
population of 15 million inhabitants, only 
one-fifth of 1% are Christians. We were 
exposed to the challenge of witnessing on 
our campuses, reaching ethnic groups, 
pioneering churches, personal evangelism, 
training and preparing ourselves for 


SUMMIT '86 


REFLECTIONS 


Summit '86 was a life changing 
experience. | saw the vision God has for 
me and | Felt a burden for my youth 
group and for the unsaved world around 
me. With my friends, we're ready to turn 
Las Vegas and its youth on for Christ! — 
Karen Fiscus, Las Vegas, Nevada 


Summit ‘86 was a time of encourage- 
ment and challenge to reach the lost 
with the Gospel. Those who attended 
from our congregation returned with a 


new vision and burden to reach youth in 
our local area and to make ourselves 
available for worldwide evangelism. Of 
the 12 students | brought to Summit ‘86, 
everyone received a call to the ministry 
and a commitment to attending L.I.F.€. 
Bible College as soon as they graduate 
from high school. Finally, we came home 
with a strong challenge by the Holy 
Spirit to be consistently into His Word, 
which has spilled over as a goal in 1986 
for our whole youth group. Jesus made 
strong changes in our lives. We will never 
be the same. — Jim Scott, Escondido, CA 


It was a thrill to see our General 
Supervisor, College President and staff, 
District Supervisors, International 
Missions officers, Director of Christian 
Education and even the Editor of our 
ADVANCE spend a week interacting, 


dining, and praying with our youth and 
youth workers. 


We heard statements like, “Man, all our 
heads of state are here!", or “Isn't it 
awesome all THESE are taking time to 
be with us!" 


I want you to know, with fathers in the 
Faith who listen so intently to their sons 
and daughters, what can stop this 
Foursquare family from being the Army 
of the Lord in this century? — Ron Salley, 
District Administrator, Southwest District 


As | reflect back on “Summit '86" many 
things come to mind; God's direction to 


-"go to the Summit" even though it was 


over 2000 miles away; challenging our 
youth to seek God about the possibility 
of going and watching their faith grow 
as God provided the way; seeing God 


Below: Dr. Daniel Brown 


| 


ministry and experiencing the heartbeat of 
Foursquare Missions. 


Our exposure was more than a mental 
awareness. It consisted of placing our 
goals, our dreams, our futures, in the 
hands of Jesus. More than exposing our 
minds, we bared our hearts. God stripped 
us of our “self-ambitions” and clothed us 
with His desire. We were guided step by 
step as each speaker systematically lay 
before us the plans and purposes of the 
Spirit. We became aware of the programs 
and methods God is already using to 
achieve His ends. It was like God was a 
surgeon taking a scalpel to our bodies 
and peeling back layer after layer until 
they reached tenderness. Presentation 
upon presentation cut away callousness 
and self-centeredness, allowing us to 
tenderly submit to God's Commission. 


Top left: Rev. Leslie Keegel of Sri Lanka; 
Below left: Rev. Glenn Metzler, Rev. Glen 
Pummel, Rev. Terry Samples, Dr. Daniel 
Brown at Colorado Summit. 


Top right: Dr. Jack Hamilton in workshop. 
Below right: Summit Delegates. 


The last night of each Summit, in 
Colorado and in San Jose, revealed the 
work God had accornplished in us. Having 
spent intimate, personal time with God, 
person after person stood to their feet, 
openly declaring a new direction and 
challenge for their lives. 


| specifically recall one young High 
School student to whom God had given 
direction that he needed to leave his 
Christian school and reenter public school 
in order to reach his generation with the 
message of Jesus. Another young lady felt 
God calling her to Bible College, but it 
was competing with other desires in her 
life. She stood, weeping, as she finally 


said “yes” to go where God would want 
her to go. 


Another testimony is of a young man 
who had previously responded ta God's call 
upon his life to enter full-time ministry. Yet, 
at the Summit, he was challenged to serve 
God “today” instead of always placing it 
in the future. In a letter to me, written 
after the conference, he said, ‘The Lord 
has also opened a new area in my heart. 
He gave me a new look at missions. | 
have a desire to help missions in any way 
| can. | just sent $20 to Foursquare 
Missions International to help with the 
printing of tracts. | really care about the 
missions program!" 


So, what about the future? | believe our 
Foursquare youth are on the crest of a 
wave that God is creating with which to 
flood the world with His Gospel. Looking 
at 1986, foundations have already been 
formulated for “mass evangelism 
campaigns” in Canada, Mexico City and on 
the east coast of the United States. Our 
responsibility as leaders, as pastors, as 
parents, is to sound the “call” and lam 
persuaded our youth will rise to the 
occasion in reaching a lost and dying 
world. 


Pearl Buck said, “Youth do not know 
enough to be prudent; therefore, they 
attempt the impossible and achieve 
it..generation after generation.’ Reaching 
the world set before us seems like an 
impossible task, yet our incredible youth 
will “rise to the occasion... and 
succeed!” 


Rev. Terry Samples 
pastors the Tilden Ave. 
Foursquare Gospel 
Church in Culver City, 
CA. He is the Chair- 
man, National Four- 
square Youth Com- 
mittee which organ- 
ized SUMMIT '86. 


time and time again meet financial 
deadlines; seeing the excitement on 
those young peoples’ faces as they took 
off in a jet for the first time. But the most 
memorabie is the spiritual fruit we were 
able to feast upon as God spoke 
through each of the fine speakers. 


“Summit '86” is now a part of our 
memories, yet the truths we gleaned, we 
will be digesting for a lifetime. — Rod 
Phillios, €astern District Youth Director 


Summit '86 was a great time to get 
together with people to fellowship and 
praise the Lord. Everything that was 
talked about applied to my life in one 
way or another. It gave me direction for 
my life, and showed me things in my life 
that needed correction. — Jim Kody, 
Amherst, Ohio 


Our Midwest District Snow Camp '85 was 
successful for all intents and purposes, 
...but after everything was said and 
done my wife and | were both left 
knowing that something was missing, 
something deeper was needed. One 
day | received a poster on my desk 
concerning Summit ‘86 to be held on the 
West Coast. | thought to myself — sounds 
good — but many from our District 
wouldn't be able to attend. After 
receiving permission and feeling the 
witness of the Spirit, we called Terry 
Samples and shared my vision. 


Terry was able to come along with 
Daniel Brown and John Amstutz. 
Everything thet happened was better 
than I had imagined. Although there was 
no official Camp theme, all the speakers 
ministered along the lines of 


“Giving Oneself Away to Serve God" 
and many kids responded to the call of 
God to make themselves available to 
serve God in ministry’. The spirit at 
Camp was alive and fresh. Something 
new was happening. Something was 
being birthed. — Bob Waleszewski, 
Midwest District 


The recent Summit '86 was a dynamic 
time in which the Holy Spirit was moving 
in many young people. About three- 
fourths of the kids in attendance came 
forward as a statemtnt of their 
dedication to do whatever God wants 
them to. Moreover, many were instructed 
by God to attend Bible College for their 
necessary training. — Lovie Locke, age 
16, Reno, Nevada 
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wo thousand Four- 
T square churches inthe 
United States before 
the year 2000. The Lord has 
presented us with an ex- 
ceptional opportunity and an 
exceptional vision. Seldom 
has a vision so fervently 
gripped our Foursquare family 
as this one. 
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AN Fat: 


In 1985, 150 new churches 
, were pioneered in the United 
| States. Of these, your giving 
| towards “2000 before 2000" 
enabled sixty new churches to 
be started, three new states 
were reached and by the end 
of 1986, there will be 
Foursquare congregations in 
every state of our nation. 

The harvest still before us r 
demands planting new 
churches in every community, 
to people of all ethne, culture 
and color. We must take the Ht 
vision and run with it 3 


POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to 


1100 Glendale Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 
90026 


There is a cost to every 
vision. In addition to ‘our 
prayers and preparation of 
pastors, it demands our part- 
nership in giving. Before the 
year 2000, $13 million will be 
needed — $3 million before 
1988. Yes, it takes millions to 
reach millions, but the figures 


aren't nearly as staggering as 
the responsibility. 

You can help us fulfill the 
vision. By designating your 5th 
Sunday Missions gift of $10 or 
more to “2000 before 2000,” 
doors of darkness will be 
shattered, new churches 
planted across the nation, and 
multiplied millions reached 


with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 


THE VISION IS REAL; THE 
OPPORTUNITIES MANY; 
YOUR GIVING IS NEEDED! 


Second class postage 


paid at Los Angeles, 
California, and at 
additional mailing offices 
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